From the President
Dear Graduates:
Your Commencement ceremonies mark the start
of the next new chapter in your lives. This pivotal
time provides an opportunity to reflect on how you
will take the knowledge, skills, leadership abilities
and passions you have developed at Bryant
University and apply them to make a difference in
your work, your community and in the world.
I encourage you to step forward as proud alumni
- part of the great Class of 2012. The Class of 2012
walks with a “little swagger in its step” to show the
world what we mean by The Character of Success.
So, give your passion a purpose and apply your talents with enthusiasm and commitment. Reveal the
personal and professional growth you’ve experienced during your years with us. Your experience at
Bryant has prepared you exceptionally well for an
age of unlimited global opportunity, and I am confident of your continued success.
The entire community of Bryant faculty and staff
worked hard to ensure that your experience here
was both challenging and rewarding. You have
reciprocated by making many meaningful contributions to our community, creating a better place for
all of us to live and learn together. As you embark upon the next phase of your life, dedicate yourself to
continued intellectual curiosity and personal growth. Challenge yourself and find ways to put your ideas
into action.
With today’s graduation you become a member of the Bryant Alumni Association. You now belong to a
powerful network of more than 40,000 accomplished and distinguished individuals. For nearly 150 years,
Bryant alumni have set and attained high standards of achievement, and they proudly pass that tradition
on to you. We hope you will remain engaged with the life of the University, returning to campus often
and helping to support our continued trajectory of excellence.
The entire Bryant community – our trustees, faculty, and staff– are extremely proud of your achievements and potential. As you depart from campus and move ahead in life, I know that you will build upon
the extraordinary foundation Bryant has provided. We thank you for all of the richness you have brought
to the University and we extend our very best wishes for a lifetime of success and fulfillment.
Sincerely,

Ronald K. Machtley
President

The Honor of the Commencement Issue
In order to celebrate the 149th
Undergraduate Commencement,
The Archway has created this
commencement issue for the 800
students who will graduate on May
19, 2012.
Following tradition, we have
compiled reflections from students
who significantly impacted Bryant
during their undergraduate career
and have a memorable and
insightful story to share. Choosing
only twelve students to write a
reflection was difficult, but with the
help of a committee of junior
students from all walks of college
life, the recipients were selected for
this honor.
In addition to the students, we
selected one faculty and one staff
member to write a final message to
the graduating class. This year’s
contributors are Professor Susan
Baran and David Lynch, Director of
Catering. These two individuals

Archway Editors 2011-2012

were chosen because of the lasting
Editor-In-Chief
impact they have had on the lives of
Jacquelyn Ammirato
many of the graduates of the Class
Assistant Editor-in-Chief: Kelsey Nowak
of 2012.
News Editor: Eric MacCarthy
It has been an honor to put
Opinion Editor: Andriana Evangelista
together the Commencement Issue
Sports Editor: Thomas Hansen
for the Class of 2012. The experience
Co-Variety
Editor: Coburn Childs
has been particularly meaningful as
Co-Variety Editor: Katie Hurley
I have gotten to know and admire
Business Editor: Royce Brunson
many members of the graduating
Copy Editor: Meredith Faillia
class. It is my hope that this, your
Photo Editor: Chaw Pyae Ye Htut
final issue of The Archway, will help
Web Publisher: William Allen
you to remember four years of great
Advertising Manager: Kelly McDonough
memories and experiences.
Business Manager: Ariana Ricci
This issue is dedicated to each of Public Relations Manager: Allison Salzberg
your college experiences, from the
moment you first stepped onto
Advisor: Daphney Joseph
campus until you finally passed
Technical Advisor: Larry Sasso Jr.
under the Archway. I wish you all
Commencement Committee: Kelsey Nowak,
happiness as you start the next
Lauren Wallace, Sean Hung, Colin
chapter of your lives as graduates of
Henneghan, Sarah Krabbe, Merri Soper,
the Class of 2012.
Racheal Pozerski
Kelsey Nowak
Assistant Editor-in-Chief

Cover artwork by Chaw Pyae Ye Htut
Photos by Kelsey Nowak

Walking through the Archway...
a Commencement tradition
In addition to receiving diplomas on
Commencement day, students have another way
of symbolizing the completion of their Bryant
education: walking through the Archway.
The story of the archway dates back to 1905.
Isaac Gifford Ladd, an associate of Charles
Schwabb and a famous U.S. steel tycoon,
constructed a $1 million building which contained
the iron arch on Young Orchard Avenue on the
east side of Providence. This building was meant
to be a sign of his endearment to his newlywed
wife.
However, his wife expressed hatred for the
structure which was named after her. Taking this
as personal rejection, Ladd took his own life. The
building remained unoccupied until Thomas
Marsden transformed it into Hope Hospital,
which was part of the Bryant-Stratton College,
renamed Bryant College. To provide more space
for classes, an addition was constructed and Hope
Hospital was renamed South Hall.
In October of 1967, Earl Silas Tupper, inventor
of Tupperware, donated his 392 acre hillside
Smithfield estate to Bryant College for the creation
of the new campus. To thank Tupper for his
generous gift, Bryant named the campus after him

and awarded him an honorary degree. Four years
later, in the fall of 1971, the campus moved to
Smithfield. Prior to leaving the Hope Street
campus, the wrought-iron arch at the entrance to
South Hall was transported to the new campus.
Today, the Archway remains the only physical
link to the Providence campus. Frank Delmoncio,
then Vice President for Business Affairs, and
Robert Hillier, architect of the Tupper campus and
designer of the sign for the front entrance,
relocated the Archway between the two ponds en
route to the Unistructure.
After the archway was transferred from the old
campus, students immediately began to avoid
passing through this out-of-place structure. As
rumor had it, walking through the Archway before
graduation mysteriously jeopardized chances of
graduating. Since this is quite a large price to pay
for not following tradition, most students opted
not to take the chance, which resulted in worn dirt
paths around the arch.
After 17 years of worn paths, the graduating
class of 1987 donated a brick pathway built
around the sacred arch. This tradition has shaped
the behavior of thousands of Bryant University
students on Tupper campus for the past 41 years.
The Archway 2012 Commencement Issue
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Student Class Charge: Alexsa Marino
As I stand humbly before you today, I am both
saddened that our time here at Bryant is over and
excited that our next journey is just beginning. I want to
personally congratulate each and every one of you for
accomplishing this milestone that, four years ago,
seemed almost unreachable. Whereas some might be
worried and doubtful of our abilities in managing the
unknown events to come, I am not. Instead, thinking
back on our first days here as freshmen, attending our
very first class and then fast forwarding to today, I am
inspired by how we have all grown, not only as a class
but as individuals. The challenges we have encountered,
both personal and academic, and the ways in which we
have overcome them, allow me to confidently express
the faith that I have in us. Reflecting on our trials,
triumphs, and tribulations here at Bryant, we realize
that our future path in life will be filled with much of
the same challenges. But, with the foundation that our
time here at Bryant has given us, I am certain we will be
able to overcome any obstacle thrown our way.

Failure is inevitable, but it
is a worthy and insightful
tool that provides
determination and
humbleness on the path
to success.
With that being said, there are a few things that I
believe we must keep in our minds and hearts after we
leave here today:
Decide what to do with the time that is given to you.
We have all experienced the preciousness and frailty of
life; remind yourself of that every day. Know who you
are, and as you change, know who you have become and
who you have always wanted to be. Trust that you have
what it takes to be that person. Change is constant;
allow yourself to learn and grow from it, just as you
have during your time here at Bryant. Life is about
choices, make wise ones. You aren’t leaving Bryant to
live a career; you are leaving here to live a life, make it
mean something. Don’t just try, do, and do good. Leave
the world knowing that you did your best to make it
better. Remember, success comes from action. If you
say you’re going to do something, do it. Your word is
one of the most valuable things you have and one of the
easiest things you could tarnish. Believe. Do not limit
yourself by realisms, but go beyond the boundaries and
do not be afraid to fail. Instead let fear motivate you.
Failure is inevitable, but it is a worthy and insightful
tool that provides determination and humbleness on the
path to success. Believe in yourself, commit yourself to
that belief, and stand up for it. Take chances but do not
leave things to chance. Instead, be the harbinger of your
own fate. Do one thing every day that scares you. Each
of us is capable of limitless possibilities; represent those
possibilities in all that you do. Nothing worthwhile
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comes easy, but as long as you take your faith and work
ethic with you, you will be able to accomplish the
unimaginable. You are going to make mistakes along
the way - forgive yourself when you do. Do not spend
your time focused on the past, rather learn from the
lessons it has taught you and plan for tomorrow. While
a bright future lies ahead of us, do not forget to
recognize the present and live in the moment. Do what
you love and never settle for less. Don’t do something
because it’s your job, do it because it’s right. If you have
a dream, protect it. Don’t ever think that you deserve
less than what you truly want to achieve. If someone
tells you that you cannot accomplish something, allow
their opinion to motivate you. When you do want
something, go get it. Don’t give up, for every obstacle is
an opportunity, but you must be willing to take the hits.
Do not be afraid to explore; now more than ever the
world is at our fingertips. Do not forget about the
people that matter most to you and have been there for
you throughout your life. No matter what you do, take
your head and your heart along with you. And finally, as
you venture out into the world, when you become
weary, remember: You are a Bryant graduate and you
always will be. You will always belong here, and Bryant
will always be a place that you can call home, reminding
you that you truly are a character of success. Good luck,
and God bless.

Christina Knips

Class of

2012

Breathe, you are almost through it. Think about what you have
accomplished. Remember, this exam will not matter in thirty years,
but the memories you make with your friends will. Explore the
world around you and be open to new things. Be proud of who you
have become. Stand up for what you believe in. These are the
thoughts that have carried me through my four years at Bryant.
During my first year, I went through a lot of changes and learned
a lot about myself. One of my most difficult challenges I faced in
college happened within my first year; I lost both of my
grandparents. Although this was an extremely difficult time for me,
this made me realize how much of a family I had at Bryant. All of the
faculty, especially my Foundations for Learning professor, were the
support that helped me through this hard time. Also, I found a
family away from home in the Women’s Rugby team. My teammates
grew to be some of my closest friends and the sisters I have never
had. Although they can be a little scary on the pitch, they are the
kindest and most genuine people I have come to know. Just saying
thank you to them would not do justice to what they have done for
me.
Then, at the end of my first year, I was able to secure an
internship with PricewaterhouseCoopers. I thought that this would
be an unbelievable feat to accomplish my freshman year, but
through taking advantage of the opportunities I was given, I made
something that seemed impossible a reality. After three years of
interning with them, I was able to secure a job after my senior year.
The opportunities and experiences Bryant has given me to grow and
excel in all facets of my life are incredible.
Throughout the rest of my time at Bryant, I became the captain of the Women’s rugby team for two years,
a Student Diversity Advocate, a 4MILE Lead counselor, and a member of the yearbook staff. In addition to
various volunteer efforts, those involvements have helped me discover who I am and my passions. I want to
be able to help people throughout my life and promote the importance of diversity and acceptance of all
people. These are extremely important elements to keep in mind throughout your life and are emphasized
throughout the mission of Bryant. Bryant’s commitment to its students is unlike that of any other university.
The opportunities, guidance, and incredible faculty contribute to a one-of-a-kind experience.
To my professors, I feel honored to have been able to learn from you, and I am thankful for all of the
advice you have given me throughout my four years. You have taught me valuable life lessons that will guide
me throughout the rest of my life. To the administrators and staff at Bryant, thank you for your support
throughout my four years and making my dreams possible. To Facilities and the Department of Public Safety,
thank you for always keeping us safe, unlocking our doors when we forgot our keys, and cleaning up after us
every weekend. I know it was not easy, but it does not go unappreciated.
Now, to my friends, I could not have done it without you. Each of you has had a profound impact on my
life at Bryant, and for that I am forever grateful. You have taught me so much about myself; you have given
me countless memories to look back on and laugh, and you were always there for me when I needed a
shoulder to cry on or just a guest pass into Salmo. Last but not least, to my family: Your constant support and
love gets me through every day and has taught me so much about my abilities. Thank you so much for always
believing in me and going above and beyond for me in whatever you do.
Do not worry, I did not forget why we are all here….We did it! After countless hours of studying,
presentations, classes, papers, and team meetings, all of that hard-work and lack of sleep has paid off. We are
here, in this huge tent where a concert was held a few weeks ago and are about to receive something that four
years of our life has gone into. I feel so privileged to have had a senior class that included all of you. I hope
that each of you reflect and look back on your four years to see how much you have learned about yourself
and what an impact you have had on others. Each of you is unique in your abilities and passions, and I hope
that you are able to utilize those to their fullest extent and make the most out of life.
I am so proud of everyone for making it this far and finally being able to walk through the Archway! My
advice to you, my friends and my fellow classmates, is to discover what makes you happy and do it. We have
been told over and over again that people change careers an average of six times throughout their life; so keep
changing until you discover that golden ticket. Life is too short to be anything but happy; so remember to
always take time to stop and smell the flowers, enjoy every second of life, do not sweat the small stuff, and
reach for the stars. I am looking forward to our amazing class reunions but for now…Congratulations Class of
2012. I hope the world is ready for us!
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Katie Colton

If you know me now, you might not believe that I
came to orientation in June of 2008 and made only
one friend. I went through the sessions, did what I
was supposed to do, the quiet kid in the back, and
went home. I came to college alone, the first student
from my high school to ever attend Bryant, and I was
scared. I had gotten a little piece of mail back in
2006 and decided to visit.
Thank goodness I did, because I don’t know if any
other community could take the awkward first year
student at orientation and turn her into who I am
today.
When I moved into Hall 16 freshman year I was
determined to branch out more than I did at
orientation. I wanted to make a name for myself and
leave a mark on Bryant. I had no idea what I was in
for, or that Bryant University would be the biggest
life changer I have ever experienced.
When employers see Bryant, they see a business
school that strives to best prepare its students with
professional skills to help them excel in the dog eat
dog world. When I look at Bryant, I see a place that
has not only prepared me for the future, but a place
full of unbelievable and inspirational people. And it
is the people here that make all the difference.
From the administration, to the faculty and staff,
to the students, the people at Bryant have changed
my life. The people at Bryant have taught me to
always try my best, to step outside my comfort zone,
and to give everyone a chance to be great, because
people will more often than not surprise you with
their ability. They have taught me to reach out for
help when I need it and to reach out to those that
need help in return. I have learned from professors,
staff, mentors, classmates, friends, colleagues,
advisors, and administrators. The lessons I have
learned are what will join me as I embark on my
journey into the career world, and these lessons are
the ones that I will take with me forever.
It is not only the unique classroom experiences
and willingness of professors to go above and beyond
but the opportunities to get involved outside of class
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with clubs and projects that teach you so much
about leadership and being successful. The
Leadership Development Program and Student
Programming Board were my first tastes of this
involvement on campus, and these
involvements gave me the confidence and
experience to branch out and become a
confident leader.
Becoming a Resident Assistant sophomore
year was one of the best things that happened
to me at Bryant. Residence Life gave me the
support I needed to be successful, and it taught
me how to become a mentor to others. I have
found some of my best friends and mentors
through Res life, and I cannot thank the
department enough for all they have done for
me.
Junior year was my breakthrough year in
terms of my future. It was then that I joined WJMF
Radio and took my first class in the TV Studio. It was
this year that I found my passion and decided to
pursue this after graduation. WJMF Radio is the best
organization I have ever been a part of because of the
people involved. The Board, the DJs, the advisors,
each of them has shown me that business can be fun
and exciting. We have dealt with change, started new
events, co-sponsored with every organization on
campus, and remain the Beat of Bryant.
Being involved with the TV Studio is the other
breakthrough that I experienced junior and senior
year. Learning to direct, getting new sets for the
studio, and starting and producing a new show took
over my campus involvements. Thank you to
everyone that taught me how to use equipment, took
part in my shows, and supported our efforts to
revamp the studio.
I think the best lesson I have learned at Bryant is
to leave everything better than you found it and to
make every person you mentor greater than yourself.
Business is a dog eat dog world, but it is important to
make your successors better at your job than you
were, or we will never see improvements in anything
we are a part of. To the seniors in the Class of 2012,
thank you for the memories, the lessons you’ve
taught me, the projects we’ve worked on together,
and everything you have contributed to Bryant.
I will repeat a lesson that President Machtley
taught me sophomore year as I encourage you to say
thank you. Thank those that have impacted your time
here, taught you lessons, given you extensions on
papers, and mentored you to become a better person.
If we keep the things we learned at Bryant with us, I
am confident each of us will be successful. As you
walk across the stage today, be proud of all you have
accomplished and take a minute to enjoy the
moment. I will never forget Bryant University, the
things I have learned here, or the members of the
Class of 2012. Best of luck to everyone with their
futures!

Todd Stewart

Class of

2012

My Dad once told me: “Todd, two pieces of advice…if you ever borrow something from someone, return it
in the same condition if not better, and if you ever live somewhere, do everything in your ability to leave it in
a better condition than when you got there.” I hold these words close to my heart and think about them every
day because these words have driven me through my four years at Bryant.
I vividly remember getting the letter, the letter that would start my path for life. I was 18 at the time,
standing in my kitchen sorting through the daily mail when I came across the standard envelope that held my
future. I remember asking my parents, “have you ever heard of Bryant?” Their answer resembled a half
hearted one as I flipped through the brochure; so we decided to take a stronger look into the school. From the
moment I stepped foot on the campus I knew that this school would be my choice.
My story isn’t like most here at this school. Let’s start off at the core. I’m a Communications student.
Being one of these students’ obviously means I like to communicate. I enjoy everything involved with writing,
speaking, presenting, learning about mediated communication and how messages are interpreted or not. I
find interpersonal communication with romantic relationships fascinating. Who doesn’t? Yes you might want
to call me a COMM nerd, but if you are so inclined to call me that I do prefer the term COMM junkie. That
seems more suitable.
Sophomore year was the year where I found myself. I found out what I was good at, and what I enjoy.
Sometimes finding those aspects of your life is tough, but when you have a professor similar to Susan Baran,
it’s not that hard. I was able to find my passion by enrolling myself in a Public Speaking class that was taught
by Professor Baran. At the time, I was like any other student in the class, there to learn, and there to
overcome the fear of public speaking. I learned more in that class than any other class at this school, and I
can confidently say that is due to her. She was able to allow for me to discover my passion and was the
prominent figure that allowed me to persue that same passion through advising me as I fulfilled my
presidency of the Podium, the only public speaking club on campus. I wish that every student or nonstudent
at some point in their life has the privilege of crossing paths with a “Professor Baran.” Whether it is for a
second, a minute, an hour, or a semester, because if they do I can personally say that their lives will be
changed forever.
I discovered my second passion in life with the help of another professor. I have found that over my four
years here, professors become more role models and friends rather than instructors who we grow to fear. The
communication professors specifically go out of their way to make each and every student feel welcome and
accepted. First semester senior year, Tom Zamarelli and I would meet two times a week to discuss life. We
covered topics from how to effectively be a leader to figuring out ways to help calm college nerves with the job
search.
I remember specifically having these conversations and feeling energized as I left. I consider myself a
positive guy who doesn’t believe in negative days but after I was finished talking to Tom, I was more
motivated than any previous day. Why? Well, because he listened to what I had to say. Tom took time out of
his busy day to just shoot ideas off each other, and he never knew this (until now) but it was unbelievably
inspiring to have a professor, to whom I look up, take time out of their day and simply talk. That is the
definition of a Bryant professor. Someone who cares.
What these two stories represent to me, is what Bryant represents to me. A school that chooses not to slap
a number on each student and send them on their way through their four years only to wake up to the reality
that they haven’t learned anything. Bryant nurtures every student and honestly does the best of their ability
to help everyone find their passion, realize their potential, and act on it. Imagine if we lived in a world where
there were no role models, no people to build your confidence, no outlets of expression and idea generation,
and no elder figures who could pass along
knowledge of how life works? If we didn’t
have that, we young adults would be entering
this “new world” blindfolded. If the professors
here at this institution never affected us the
way they did, then we would not be suited and
ready for what is to come. That is why even
though today is our graduation, it is truly a
culmination of everything that everyone has
ever taught us in our life.
When today is said and done, remember to
thank your professors, thank your friends and
family, and know that without them, none of
this would be possible. This school has done
exactly what my father told me… “do
everything in your ability to leave it in a better
condition than when you got there.”
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Matt Llewellyn
Easter has always been a big holiday for my family - we all get dressed up, spend the morning at
church, and then go out to “Easter Brunch” with close family friends. Being the food enthusiast that I am,
brunch has always been my personal highlight of the holiday. I will never forget the first time I attended the
Mystic Hilton Easter Buffet. And as I laid eyes on the feast before me, my godmother took my hand and said,
“Matt, there are a lot of different foods here, try a little bit of everything and then, if something catches your
interest, go back for seconds.”
I’ll be honest, I leave every Easter brunch, happy, full, and ready for a nap. However, holiday meals aren’t
quite a metaphor for the life of Matt Llewellyn since I’ve donned the black and gold. In the past four years
I’ve taken several plates and piled them high with the plethora of opportunities and challenges presented to
me here at this university. With fork and knife in hand, napkin firmly tucked in shirt collar, I’ve found myself
delving into the worlds of music, public speaking, and athletics, just to name a few.
The first three courses alone have played big roles in refining my work ethic, providing many opportunities
to showcase my talents, and countless valuable relationships. Though their presence in my daily menu
changes, I still desire the unique impression each leaves on my pallet. Two things have been constant in my
life, besides food; family and faith. These two entrées have been through several of life’s side dishes with me.
My parents and my sister are truly my number one fans; they provide me with nonstop support and guidance
no matter what I have a taste for, and my spiritual life has always been rich with flavor. It has given me the
opportunity to give back in exchange for all the blessings I’ve received. I will always have a sweet tooth for
those close to me and God.
I take a lot of pride in everything I do, and I know most of those things wouldn’t be possible without the
support and encouragement I get from my family. In hindsight, my parents fell in love with this place before I
did. During almost every other recruiting visit I went on, I had both my mom and dad making comparisons,
whether it was my dad saying “They play better ball at Bryant” or my mom mentioning, “They have a lot less
goose poop than Bryant.” After my official visit, sitting down with several different people at Bryant, it
became very apparent that Bryant could not only offer me a great education and an opportunity to play
Division I football, but supply a number of other opportunities for me to fill my plate with over the next four
years as well.
It’s true, beyond football I invested a lot of time into the campus community during my tenure at Bryant. I
followed my mother’s stern directions for a good college recipe, first “get involved in something academic…
besides classes” and then find a couple artistic outlets to balance with the brotherhood of Bryant Football. I
kept myself busy, and though my eyes were bigger than my stomach sometimes and my schedule was often a
juggling act, I felt my talents were being put to good use, and I was able to clean my plate while making a
difference.
One could say that my thirst for life is never quenched; however I’ll
admit that it often is. My resume is stacked with a cornucopia of
Bryant experiences that I am very satisfied with. However, looking
back on everything I’ve done is my just dessert, and the relationships
and bonds I’ve gained with those people I went through it all with
here in sometimes sunny Smithfield is really the sweetest after taste.
I have a lot of friends from this place, some of the most motivated,
compassionate, and selfless people I’ll ever have a chance to meet.
Some of them may not know it, but their presence in my life
strengthened my faith and made it easier to wake up every morning
and attack each day. We conquered this place together, and with
that, I have no doubt we will be breaking bread together in the future.
A piece of wisdom I go forward with, “When you arise in the
morning give thanks for the food and for the joy of living. If you see
no reason for giving thanks, the fault lies only in yourself.” -Tecumseh
I’ll be honest; I’m content with the tenderness of my life; however
it’s the next meal that keeps me hungry. No matter which way the
cookie crumbles, there’s no doubt in my mind that I will always show
up for a second helping and extra gravy. I am thankful for all the
blessings I have received, and I owe my successes in the future to my
family—both at home and from Bryant. You are my rock; my faith
would not be as strong if it weren’t for your presence and support.
We all know life isn’t always the land of milk and honey;
sometimes it throws you lemons. But that’s just the motivation I need
to achieve much, give more, and create many memories as I go
forward from this place. Matt Llewellyn would love to have Easter
Brunch all the time, but I’ll make lemonade any day.
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Amanda Dionne

Class of

2012

Words cannot possibly describe the feeling that came over me
when I stepped foot on the Bryant Campus for the first time. It was
fall of 2007, and I was taking a class as a senior in high school. The
leaves on the trees lining the pathway were changing from green to
beautiful shades of red and gold, and everyone I passed had a smile
on their face. It was in that moment I knew that Bryant was the only
school for me.
I applied to a few other colleges but was absolutely sure if I got
accepted to Bryant no other school was going to matter. When I got
my large black and gold envelope, I immediately tore it open at the
mailbox and read the words “accepted.” That was all I needed to see.
I placed my envelope back in the mailbox and started jumping up
and down, dancing in my front yard. At that moment I felt honored,
and I was possibly the happiest person alive.
I spent the rest of my senior year of high school and all summer
dreaming of my first day as a Bryant student. When fall of 2008
arrived and I again returned to Bryant, I knew I wanted to
experience everything the school had to offer. Unfortunately, as a
commuter student, that was harder for me, but I didn’t let anything
stand in my way. I started by choosing one organization that, at the
time, required only one meeting a week. Little did I know that
Bowling Club, of all things, would become part of who I am and play
a vital role in my Bryant experience. After one semester, the
president resigned and, as the only one to step up, the role fell to me,
a freshman. In three short years, with the help of an amazing Eboard, we have revived the club, hired a coach, and this year our
bowling club saw its first competitive match.
While Bowling Club is near and dear to my heart, somewhere
along the way I lost sight of the passion I once had for Bryant. To get
it back, I applied to be a Bulldog Leader for the fall of 2010. I wanted
to connect with incoming students and show them everything Bryant had to offer them, everything it had
offered me. However I didn’t realize at the time the impact these students would have on me; talking to parents,
helping students move in, watching their faces and seeing the same emotions I had once felt was an honor and a
treat, and I couldn’t help but smile. During opening weekend 2010, I fell in love with Bryant all over again.
Having such a great experience as a Bulldog Leader, I applied to
be Top Dog the following fall. I wanted to help not only with opening
weekend and experience that joy all over again, but to see new
Bulldog Leaders discover and share their own love of Bryant. Being
chosen as a Top Dog was by far the most rewarding experience I had
in my time at Bryant, and I wouldn’t change it for the world.
While I was satisfied with my experience as a junior, I felt there
was a huge part still missing. So I made the decision to move on
campus my senior year. But having been a commuter was an
important part of my college experience and helped shape who I am.
I didn't want to lose that, and so I ran for Vice President of the
Commuter Organization. I wanted to help off campus students, like I had once been, find their place on campus.
I wanted to be there for them and help them experience Bryant in a way you just won’t find in the classroom. I
wanted to give them an experience they could look back on and be proud of.
Walking down that same tree lined pathway almost four years later, I regret nothing. I smile and pass all the
prospective students, hoping that some of them will instantly fall in love with Bryant just as I did. I look back on
my time and know I would not have it any other way. While I fell in love with Bryant for its beautiful trees,
(though I could have done without the geese), and all its smiling students and friendly faces, I stayed in love
with Bryant for everything it had to offer me.
As I walk across the stage today, I have a few things in mind. Everyone has had a different journey up until
today, and everyone will have a different journey from here on out, but today, each of us will become a graduate
of Bryant University, and I could not ask for a better group of people to walk with me across this stage. I am
thankful for everyone I have met over the last four years, because each of you has impacted me in a unique way
and changed my life forever. Lastly, in the words of Journey, “don’t stop believing.” If you can believe in it, you
can certainly achieve it.
Congratulations Class of 2012. It is an honor to be a part of such an amazing group of people.

While I was satisfied
with my experience
as a junior, I felt
there was a huge part
still missing.
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Susan Baran
For those of you who saw the Bryant Players
production of “RENT,” this question will resonate. For
those among you not fortunate enough to have seen this
culturally sensitive and brilliantly performed musical,
the question posed by the play’s most recognized song,
“Seasons of Love,” asks of the audience an exercise in
reflection as they look back on a year come and gone.
What do we choose to remember when we look back on
the pieces of our lives? Do we dwell on the pain? Do we
remember the high and low moments in our
relationships? Perhaps the year becomes a mere
collection of failures and achievements. Whatever the
case, you should realize the true significance resides in
the introspection itself – the very ability to look within
ourselves and retrieve from our memories the many
contributions to who and what we have become. To the
luckiest of seniors, every important memory will be
attached to a face – a person whose presence has
positively influenced the moments to follow and those
to come.
For this professor, looking back on this senior class is
a painful task. In my 11 years at Bryant I have yet to
encounter a senior class more ready to take on the
challenges of life and more deserving of life’s offerings
than the class of 2012. On a personal level this class has
been a major distraction – focusing my attentions away
from a dying father who battled ferociously against
cancer and a brother who three years ago suffered a
traumatic brain injury. These experiences, while
devastating and exhausting, were more often than not
negated by students who empowered me through their
unconditional show of loyalty and their refusal to let me
deviate from giving them what they needed in and
outside the classroom. For me, it truly has been a
season of love – a class who holds a special place in my
broken heart. So, I believe the best way to honor them
is to remind them of who they are…
You are a group of extraordinary men and women
who have defined yourselves through humility, grace,
diligence and honor. Your unwillingness to sacrifice
precious time to fear, anger, and insecurity is emphatic.
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Faculty and Staff Reflections

You are a community of interpersonal accountants measuring your time at Bryant not by the amount of
caffeine you consumed while cramming for exams, but
by the “cups of coffee” you shared with friends. Men
and women who don’t concern themselves with the
number of bridges burned or tears shed, the laughter
that lifted you, or even the sunsets that inspired you,
but by the calculation of friends and the journeys you
planned with those friends. In doing so, you have
taught us all how to properly reflect. So, for the
purpose of this essay, I will become the student instead
of the teacher and learn from this lesson as I look back
on your senior year to some of my favorite highlights…
The Public Speaking Colloquium - I will not

You are a group of
extraordinary men and
women who have defined
yourselves through
humility, grace, diligence
and honor.
remember this highly successful event for the packed
audience, generous sponsorship, or even the undeniable
presentation skills of its participants. I will look back
and remember the four seniors who spearheaded the
effort and elevated the students of this University to
new levels of self-confidence and professionalism. I will
remember how they inspired high school students
toward oratorical excellence through community service
and provided countless hours of invaluable coaching to
their peers.
Media Literacy Class - Some of my best seniors and
Communication students worked tirelessly to research
one of the most critical issues of our time – kids and
media consumption. But while their research was
outstanding and their revelations inspired, what I will
most remember is their camaraderie as they shared
common goals of change and resistance, refusing to
accept the superficialities of a mediated culture. The
result will undoubtedly produce some of the best
parents and educators of this generation.
Bryant Player’s production of “RENT” – This was
perhaps the most personal memory for me. I was
exhilarated and oddly saddened by the voices that sang
out to me, the loudest being that of my own daughter, a
graduating senior. In perfect harmony and prophetic
pitch, they asked us to reflect on the last five hundred
twenty five thousand six hundred minutes of our lives,
and remember what was most important about those
minutes – the love and the people who offered us that
love.
To all the seniors who will remain preserved in my
heart long after May 19th, remember the words of your
classmates: “It’s time now, to sing out. Though the
story never ends, let’s celebrate! Remember a year in
the life of friends.”
Congratulations and goodbye my friends!

David Lynch

Class of

2012

Congratulations to the Class of 2012!
It seems like only yesterday that I can remember
greeting you during Opening Weekend in the fall of
2008 and serving you dinner at the President’s
House. Since that time I have gotten to know so
many of you and watched as you matured into
outstanding young adults. Now has come the time for
you to take part in a long honored tradition here at
Bryant, the tradition of walking through the Archway
as you proceed to the commencement tent. Your
degree from Bryant is one of the best. The world is
now at your doorstep for you to make the most of.
Take the knowledge and skills that you have acquired
during the past four years and nothing can stop you.
Hopefully during your education here at Bryant
you have discovered your passion. Passion is part of
the Bryant Vision 2020 plan. Merriam-Webster
defines passion as “a) intense, driving, or
overmastering feeling or conviction b) a strong liking
or desire for or devotion to some activity, object, or
concept.” I define it as being something you love to
do, something that gives your life gratification and
fulfillment. Combined with your education, your
passion for something will make a world of difference
to you and will be noticed by everyone you interact
with. When you are truly enjoying what you do day to
day, you will flourish and grow. You will think more
clearly, enjoy life more, and make a difference in the
lives of those that you interact with each and every
day. People can see that you enjoy what you are

It has truly been a
wonderful experience
getting to know all of
you during your years
here at Bryant. It is
something I would not
change for anything in
the world.
doing, and will take notice.
I cannot imagine being in a position where I do
not truly love what I am doing. Going to work each
day and not caring about what it is that you are doing
is a job and not a career. Lack of passion equals a
lack of motivation, and therefore will not advance
your career. Your personal life will suffer as well.
When you are not truly happy at what you are doing,
the negativity can affect your relationships, your
family life as well as your emotional state of mind.

I was fortunate to find my passion early in life and
I have followed that into what I do each and every
day. I have worked on college campuses since the age
of sixteen and have loved doing so. Helping to create
great experiences for everyone during this important
time in their lives has fulfilled me incredibly. Having
that passion to help each and everyone succeed in all
that you do has made such a difference in my life.
It has truly been a wonderful experience getting to
know all of you during your years here at Bryant. It
is something I would not change for anything in the
world. Bryant has given us many opportunities to
assist in helping to find our passion. I am amazed at
the various clubs and organizations that Bryant has
to help you learn to find that passion. If you have not
identified what your passion may be, I strongly
encourage you to take a look deep inside of yourself
and find that one thing that gives you pleasure more
than anything else. When you have identified what it
is you absolutely love, it will be so much easier to find
that perfect career, one that will enrich your life in
ways you have never dreamed of.
Now, go out into the world and follow your
dreams and passions. You will find true happiness
and a rewarding life. I look forward to hearing about
all of your accomplishments and seeing you all again.
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Remember when...
Orientation - 2008:
• You got excited for college and friended your ENTIRE class on Facebook.
• Your Orientation Leaders were more excited than you were, and you wanted some of whatever they were on.
• You learned the cupid shuffle and electric slide so that you could show off your moves at every Bryant event.
Freshman Year - 2008-2009
• You were suddenly very grateful to be getting a business education, because the year started with the Financial Crisis
and Bailouts.
• You thought you and the President were BFFs because you went to the meet and greet at his house, and you thought
this would be a regular occurrence.
• “Welcome Weekend” still happened despite the hurricane, allowing you to watch half the class be transported in
bathing suits.
• The Student Involvement Fee was put to good use, as you signed up for 15 different clubs at the org fair to get your
money’s worth.
• The school went Division I, and you went to the first football game to cheer them on... Go Bulldogs!
• You went out at 9pm your first weekend and found out that you might have started
a little bit too early.
• You went to a billion plenary sessions for FFL.
• You finally got to vote for the first time, and Obama was elected president.
• You used bumper sticker wars on Facebook as another reason to procrastinate.
• You had to be on either Team Jacob or Team Edward....until you remembered
vampires and werewolves aren’t real.
• Morgan Spurlock came to campus and you swore you would never eat McDonalds
again, with the exception of Shamrock Shakes.
• Business 101 projects made you think college was impossible, and you never wanted
to hear the words “business plan” ever again.
• You came back from winter break and went sledding on Salmo trays after the
blizzard.
• Fabulous and Mims performed for Spring Weekend, and you still aren’t sure if you
actually saw the real Fabulous.
Sophomore Year - 2009-2010:
• You went on the Bryant field trip to Countryfest.
• The freshman halls were renovated...right after you left.
• You were excited to move into the suites but not excited to clean your own
bathroom.
• O & P Block were added for more townhouse fun, and you made it a pit stop the
first weekend back.
• The Interfaith Center was established and you totally wanted to use the fountain as
a hot tub.
• RIPTA came to Bryant for free, and you began to appreciate public transportation.
• You realized that you didn’t have to buy your books anymore... thank you Chegg!
• The Sophomore Scholars Program (aka the Cohort) piloted, and you said goodbye to
your GPA and social life.
• The Jersey Shore craze began and you heard the “fist pump” chant every Thursday
night.
• The Swine Flu epidemic hit, and you avoided bacon and every coughing student you
came across.
• You were so excited to watch Bryant on ESPN...until you saw the score.
• Glee aired on Fox and you became an instant gleek.
• Michael Jackson died, and you mourned by wearing one glove.
• You temporarily boycotted BP after the Oil Spill in the Gulf.
• You were pumped to find out you got three credits after going on vacation...you mean the Sophomore International
Experience for two weeks.
• The earthquake struck, and Bryant responded with Hope for Haiti.
• Relay was rained out and then smoked out... attack of the elements!
• Third Eye Blind performed indoors for Spring Weekend, and you experienced your first mosh pit.
• President Machtley dove into the pond, proving that the disease rumor was legit.
• Tupper arrived along with Twitter. Great timing...
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Four Years in Review

Joshua Grolman and Joelle Sopariwala

Class of

2012

Junior Year - 2010-2011:
• Rhode Island was flooded, and your credit card bill was at a record low because the Warwick Mall was closed.
• South expanded and Dunkin Donuts arrived, which meant you immediately developed a caffeine addiction and ran
out of bulldog bucks.
• Bryant switched to Gmail and you used Google docs in place of team meetings.
• The Four Loko fad hit campus, and you bought as many cases as you could before it was outlawed.
• You experienced the longest Winter EVER and complained about the snow... except during the four snow days #win
• You found out on Facebook that Osama Bin Laden was killed.
• El Prez got into a fight with Dr. Griffiths, and you started reading Barstool.
• Songs of the year: Teach Me How To Dougie, Whip My Hair Back and Forth, and Friday
• The First REDay was established and you had to give props to whoever planned it to be on 4/20.
• LMFAO performed for Spring Weekend, and you bragged to everyone about them coming after Party Rock started
playing on the radio non stop.
• You practically lived in Amica trying to find the perfect internship.
• The Bruins won, and you met up with all your friends at the Boston parade.
Senior Year - 2011-2012:
• Back home you lost power for weeks due to Hurricane Irene, and yet school still managed to
start on time.
• You were excited to cook in your townhouse for the first week until you secretly started
craving Salmo.
• MyBryant Portal replaced @BryantAnnouncements, and you no longer knew what was going
on.
• You went out at 9pm and realized that you started way too late!
• Gender neutral housing and a GLBTQ center were implemented, and you started to see more
of Bryant’s liberal side.
• Bryant went SAT optional, and you complained about how you retook them three times just
to get a good score.
• Bryant got rid of FFL, and you told everyone how you’ve been saying they should have done
that since freshman year.
• You finally got all the classes you wanted and you strategically scheduled to not have class on
Wednesday and Friday mornings.
• You learned a whole new set of Bryant acronyms: SNR, MNR, TNR, WNR, RNR, FNR
• Steve Jobs died, and you paid tribute by buying the iPhone; it didn’t hurt that you were also
able to finally use Words with Friends and Draw Something.
• You helped spread weekly rumors that Effins was closed to try to flush out the freshmen.
• It snowed on Halloween and April Fools Day but not during the winter months, and you
started to believe in Global Warming.
• You couldn’t go out without hearing the song Call Me Maybe at least ten times.
• You took as many pictures and videos of the townhouse riot as possible because you knew it
was a once in a lifetime event. #YOLO
• You went to the senior nights and found out what makes bowling and laser tag more fun.
• Social media expanded, and you started using pinterest, instagram, and memes like it was
your job. Speaking of finding a job...
• You finally got Facebook timeline and discovered that Joelle somehow has pictures of you
from every weekend since Freshman year.
• You helped the senior class break the university record and raise over $21,000 in one day for
the class gift!
• You regretted not going on the Spring Break trip to Punta Cana until you found out that everyone either got food
poisoning or parasites.
• You were mad that there was yet another fire alarm going off until you realized that E-block actually caught on fire.
• You used your social media outlets to complain about not getting a ticket for the Big Sean Spring Weekend Concert
and luckily managed to get one a second time around after waiting in line for over three hours.
• You tried to report the crazy senior email thread as spam so that it would stop freezing your phone.
• You physically checked under your bed for Cheeks, the baby bunny that was stolen from the petting zoo, but it was
miraculously found at Salve Regina.
• You celebrated 4 years in 4 nights during senior week.
• You hesitantly walked under the Archway and still refused to call yourself a Bryant alum.
• You couldn’t believe that college was really over and immediately started planning your trip back to Bryant for
Alumni Weekend.
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Eric MacCarthy
I’m more than just a male beauty pageant winner. I’m
more than just a pretty face. I’m more than just the jokes I
tell. I’m more than just Mr. Bryant. Not much more, but I am
more than all those things. I have a story to tell, and I would
like to share it with you.
So here it is: I didn’t want to come to Bryant. I didn’t even
want to apply; that decision was my mother’s doing. All of
my dreams were focused on going somewhere else, anywhere
else, but Smithfield, RI. But of course I somehow found my
way to Bryant University; “The Character of Success.” The
moment I moved onto campus, I was ready to leave. I was
already looking forward to the first time I got to go home. I
was in for a long four years.
But there was a reason I agreed to go to Bryant, a little
something that made me somewhat intrigued by the school:
the radio station. Ever since I was a little kid, all I ever
wanted to do was to be on the radio; so I knew that although
I wasn’t happy about being at Bryant, joining the radio
station was my best bet to enjoy myself. It might sound
ridiculous, or even farfetched, but WJMF Radio was the
single most important reason I made it through freshmen
year. I had my own radio show, every Friday from 12-2pm,
called “The Mac Attack”, and yes, it was maybe the single
worst radio show name ever, but I loved it. I had finally
found something that was important to me.
I’ve been a board member of WJMF for the past three
years, and can truly say that I love everything about the
station and all of the people that I have worked with. WJMF
means more to me than almost anything else, and I know
that I am forever a member of the WJMF family. That first
year I was involved, I won the award for “Best New Show”,
but the award itself wasn’t the important thing. The
important thing was that summer, when I moved back home,
and my Mom and Dad looked at my grades online, I pulled
out that plaque and said, “But Mom, look what I did do this year!”
People who know me know that I’m not exactly the best student in an academic sense. If there was website
called Rate My Students, I’m pretty sure I would be one of the worst rated students on there. Although I did
recently have a professor tell me that because I was funny I was able to pass the class, and it was one of the nicest
things anyone has ever said to me. But in all seriousness, because I don’t enjoy the classroom as much as some of
my peers, I strived to be successful in everything else I did on campus. That is the best thing about Bryant, the
endless opportunities you have. It is almost impossible not to find something you love to do and excel at it. I don’t
care what type of person you are, why you came to Bryant, what you’re passionate about, at Bryant there is
something for everyone, and I mean that. With that said, I decided to take on as many opportunities as I could. I
wanted to be successful at Bryant, and to be honest, I wanted to prove to everyone, especially my parents, that I
could find that success outside of the classroom; and I did just that.
I have done a lot of different things at Bryant. I’ve gone through many amazing experiences, and I went through
some difficult times, but through all of it, I became the person people know me as today. Whenever I think of my
time here, I’m proud of what I have accomplished, and the accolades gained, but what I am more proud of is the
human being that I am. Sure, I won Mr. Bryant, but that chapter of my life, which is titled, ‘A Boy’s Dream: How
Ribbon Dancing Changed Everything,’ is being saved for another day, because I believe it’s more important to leave
a legacy of who I am, rather than what I have done.
I had a lot of trouble writing this reflection piece because, frankly, I have much more to say than I have room to
say it. Ultimately, there could not have been a better way to close out my career at Bryant than this past year. I
finally didn’t hold back, and I went for it all. Oh and remember how I didn’t want to come to Bryant? Well let’s just
say, mother knows best; Bryant was the perfect fit for me, and I was the perfect fit for Bryant. I can’t even begin to
imagine spending these last four years of my life anywhere else other than Bryant. As this year moved on, I finally
realized that I will be leaving Bryant, but Bryant won’t be leaving me. I am leaving with people that I know will be
lifelong friends, and that will help me succeed in whatever it is I do. To all of you, especially those from WJMF, The
Archway, ResLife, Rentes, LEARN, and RENT, I cannot thank you enough for making my career at Bryant the time
of my life. You are all truly amazing people, and I know I will be seeing you all soon. Remember, you are
graduating from Bryant University; you have the world in front of you, but even though you’re leaving Bryant, it
isn’t leaving you. Good luck to everyone, and to my Mom and Dad, I hope there’s plenty of food around the house,
and my bed is made.
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Jenée Walker
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When I sit and think about the last four years of my life I never would have imagined that it was going to
turn out as it has. Freshmen year I felt unwanted, inadequate, and disconnected from Bryant.
I had applied Early Decision and was accepted, Bryant became the only school that I applied to. I used to
wonder where else I could have been accepted to, what other possibilities I had, and what opportunities I may
have missed out on. But as I write this reflection I realize I had wasted a lot of time focusing on what I was
not doing, instead of taking full advantage of what I could have been doing. Fortunately, I did not allow my
entire time at Bryant to pass me by. I slowly began to branch out and become involved in the community; it
was the best decision I have ever made.
Becoming involved changed my life in so many ways. I gained experiences that have helped to shape my
future, I made connections with great people, and I also developed into the young woman that I am today. My
experiences have proved to me that life truly is what you make it, because my Bryant experience became what
I worked hard to make it. I have met so many amazing people and have accomplished great things. Despite
any complaints I may have had over the years I am grateful for my Bryant experience. I appreciate all that I
have been given, and the wonderful people who have extended themselves beyond their position, who chose
to exceed the requirements of their title to enhance my experience. It was those select few that helped make
Bryant a better place for me and helped me to become a better person.
I’m sure my entire class can agree when I say that I will not miss the necessary all-nighters, writing papers,
midterms, finals, or the stress of achieving a certain GPA. But I will miss the nights I spent up with my
suitemates talking about life, love, and everything in between. I will miss the many meetings that lasted for
hours, not only because we had important business to take care of, but because we were busy sharing
countless stories and laughs as well. I will miss the opportunities to make another student’s Bryant experience
as memorable as mine. I will also miss this surreal ability to live on my own without the pressures and reality
of the “real world.” I have grown a lot as a young woman over the course of the last four years. Being at Bryant
has forced me to learn a lot about myself, how I view the world, and the impact that I have on others.
To my Bryant Center family: Being a Bryant Center Manager played a huge role in my success here at
Bryant, as well as in my personal development process. Thank You for all that you have taught me, and thank
you for allowing me the opportunity to teach you as well. Dank, thank you for seeing my potential, and giving
me the opportunity to live up to it. You’re the best boss I have ever had, and an even better mentor.
To my suitemates from the past four years (Adekemi, Chelsea, Christlie, Melanie, and Sherri): Words could
not explain how you have helped me throughout college. Without you guys I would not be who I am, or where
I am today. I have had different relationships with each of you, but I
would not change any of them because they have each taught me
something valuable. Thank you for the countless amount of support,
the encouragement, the honesty, and your friendship. Thank you
for loving me anyways. Sherri Lowe, your presence in my life has
made all the difference. Nothing I write, or even say, could be
considered a justifying attestation to that.
To my Kappa Omicron family: I now know that I deserved to be a
part of your family, your excellence. I thank God I realized that
before it was too late. Thank you. I love you.
To my family: My wonderful, loving family. Thank you for your
continued support, encouragement, and understanding. Being away
from all of you for so long has only heightened my appreciation for
family. You all have been the best motivation anyone could ever
have; my thoughts of you all are what pushed me to this finish line. I
would not have been able to get through this experience if I did not
have a family like ours. I only hope that I can be half the motivation
for you that each of you has been for me. Thank you for loving me;
thank you for believing in me.
To the Class of 2012: CONGRATULATIONS! Despite any doubt,
we have made it! We are college graduates ready to take on the
world. We have conquered many battles, but today marks the
beginning of the true war. Take your drive, strength, and knowledge
with you as you begin this new journey. Never allow your defeat to
become someone else’s victory. You’ll make more mistakes, learn
from them, but don’t ever let them define you. You all have the
potential to achieve greatness; do it!
As for myself, I have never been more proud of an
accomplishment. I can only pray that I will be blessed with many
more.
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Mary Green
There are not enough words to describe exactly what Bryant has
come to mean to me over the past four years. The memories I have
made, the friendships I now have, and the organizations I am proud
to say I have been a part of, have all shaped my experience as a
Bulldog.
I can remember committing to Bryant to play soccer and lacrosse
and finding out that we would not be able to compete in post season
tournaments. As an extremely competitive person I was shocked
that this did not bother me. I took such pride in being the first class
to compete against other Division I programs. I will admit the first
year was tough with 17 away games during my first semester in
college, but the progress we have made in just four years is
something I will always be honored to say I was a part of.
The early morning practices, the 10 hour bus rides, the endless
amounts of sprints, the injuries are what most athletes will
remember and can relate to. We can all say how much we hate it, but how much we miss it now that it is
gone. Teammates form rare bonds that last a lifetime, and I am so thankful for all of the relationships I have
formed over two sports in four years. I will never forget our first Division I win against Northern Colorado in
soccer or the day we beat the undefeated Quinnipiac Bobcats in lacrosse.
As a member of the group of athletes who participated through the four year transition I can honestly say
we are leaving the program in good hands. I look forward to the day when I come back to homecoming with
my kids all running around in Bryant jerseys as I brag about the days I spent on the field and telling them that
I was a Bryant athlete. Bryant student athletes are a different breed, but then again there are also the Bryant
Players.
Being an athlete all of my life I can recall the sheer shock from my friends and family when I told them I
would be performing in the school musical. Most stereotypes don’t necessarily combine athletes with theater
people, but I am proud to consider myself an exception. The Bryant Players are a completely student run
organization that pretty much fend for themselves. I remember auditioning for GREASE and being absolutely
terrified. I have been in pressure cookers before, but getting on a stage and having to sing in front of the boy
you were seriously crushing on is by far the worst.
My fondest memory of the Players actually came in the last performance of my senior year. I was
nominated to direct the musical RENT and looking back now, had no idea what I was getting myself into.
Never in my four years of Bryant has something dominated my social life, sleeping habits, academics, and
athletic ability more than RENT. At the same time I would do it all again if I got the chance. This one
performance took students from all different organizations and threw them into a cast that became a family.
Sure, there were some fights, a lot of late nights, and I wanted to pull my own hair out at times, but the
success of the show made it all worth it. It almost seems like an underdog of an organization, but it has a big
bite.
Bryant University always harps on the character of success. I believe in my four years here I have
developed skills that have prepared me for the scary real world. I have developed friendships that I will have
for the rest of my life, and I have learned more about myself as a person than I thought possible. The one
word I choose to describe my entire experience is pride. I am so proud to say I have gone to Bryant and I feel
as though all alumni can agree.
My younger sister is a student at the University of Scranton and opened her dorm room up for prospective
students to take tours in. A man came in with his daughter looking at the school and saw a picture of me on
her wall in a Bryant shirt. He immediately asked who went to Bryant, left his business card with the year he
graduated on it, and told my sister to tell me to call him if I ever need anything. This is what Bryant is all
about. Having pride in your university, feeling as though you are a part of something larger than yourself,
and forming connections with those who have come before and will come long after you are gone.
All students have their own Bryant experience that they can relate to, but we can all say that we are a
Bulldog. Whether your experience be on the sports fields, on the stage, celebrating Greek Week, pulling all
nighters to meet deadlines for the Archway, spending time in the multi-cultural center, being locked away in a
radio station for a weekend, competing in campus debates, going abroad for a semester, partying during
spring week, dealing with capstone projects or attending that late night group meeting, we all have our own
memories that have made our Bryant experience what it is.
I want to wish everyone good luck with whatever the future has in store and thank each one of you for
making my experience what it is. Whether you are my best friend or someone I did not have the opportunity
to get close with, we all play a role in this school, and we are all a part of the Class of 2012. Bryant has truly
made me the person I am today, and I can say with all my heart that it has been the best four years of my life.
I could not imagine what my life would be like if I went anywhere else.
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Rohan Laungani
I have always been a risk taker. I always had the
confidence it took to weigh the consequences against
the costs, and do it anyway. One of the biggest risks I
have ever taken was leaving my home, my family, and
my life in Nigeria, to attend Bryant University.
This country was an unknown land to me. I knew no
one; I was as far as I could be from family and friends.
It’s a long way from Lagos, Nigeria to Smithfield, Rhode
Island and not just in miles. I was scared and excited,
not knowing what to expect. I didn’t know if I would
like this place or these people, and more to the point, if
they would like me. Unaware of the culture and the
norms, I took a big risk, and with it, a big step in my
life.
Exhausted from a twenty-seven hour journey, I
walked right through this beautiful campus, too tired to
care, and into the 4Mile program. Jetlagged, drained,
hungry and displeased with the vegetarian options
offered, I was standing in the line for Subway and that
is where I met the lady who would turn my day, and
consequently my first impression of Bryant, all around.
Her name was Dr. Judy Kawamoto, Associate Dean of
Student Affairs. As we struck up a conversation, she
insisted on paying “this is on us; we are supposed to be
taking care of you this week.” My heart promptly
melted and that’s when I knew, despite all my doubts
and all the risk, I had made the right choice when I
came to Bryant.
Throughout the week, I met and conversed with
people from all around the world; we complained about
the early mornings, laughed at the awkward bonding
games, and tried to stay alert through endless
information sessions. Just through that week alone, I
not only connected with the 4Milers but the entire
campus. I could not have asked for a better start to
college. The 4MILE program is where I met some of my
best friends, friends I ended up living with in my senior
year. It was, by far, the best experience of my Bryant
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career, and I wanted to give the same chance to other
incoming students over and over again. I became
involved with the program, and stayed with it for all
four years. There are times that I cannot believe that I
have to part ways with all these amazing people.
Although 4MILE made a huge impact on me, it was
only one part of my Bryant experience. I have learned a
great deal from this campus, in and out of the
classroom. What I have learned from others and also
about myself over the past four years is incalculable. I
have been deeply involved throughout the campus, and
some of my notable involvements have been with the
International Student Organization (ISO), the Academic
Center for Excellence (ACE), and the Dragon Dance
Team.
Since I first stepped onto this campus, all I wanted to
do was become a Peer Tutor at ACE, and I dreamt of
nothing but that. There is no better feeling than helping
a struggling student pass a class. I truly appreciate Peter
Rutledge, the Assistant Director of ACE, for giving me
the opportunity to realize this dream. He has been a
great guide throughout my time as a tutor, and I pray
for his good health every day, hoping he will soon
return to our ACE family. We miss him all the time.
Today, I feel honored to have received the Peer Tutor of
the year award, and it truly means the world to me.
Professors go above and beyond for their students,
and I will forever be thankful to the Actuarial
Department for their time and dedication. I could never
have passed my exams without their endless advice and
assistance. Bryant has truly prepared me for the real
world. I step out now as a confident and proud
alumnus.
All this would not have been possible without my
family and friends’ support, especially my parents who
believed in me no matter what. In addition, I cannot
thank the ICC and the ACE staff enough. They were my
backbone throughout my Bryant career. I would like to
give special thanks to Monique Austin, who has
truly inspired me with everything she does. The
long hours, the weekends, the never-ending list of
things to do - none of it deterred her because of
her love, passion, and devotion for her students.
My Bryant experience would not have been the
same without her, and I am going to miss her so
much!
This was just a snap-shot of my Bryant
experience; now imagine that there are 803 other
graduating seniors, all with different experiences
and stories to tell, and all from just our little
campus. To the Class of 2012: all the hard work
and all the late nights that we pulled together
have finally paid off. Today, we walk through the
archway. We, the Class of 2012, may be sad that
this journey has come to an end, but I would like
to say that Commencement means the start of a
beautiful life, with even bigger and better things
to come.
We at Bryant, begin the academic year with
Welcome Weekend and we end it with Senior
Week. Therefore, it’s safe to say that if there’s
one thing we’ve all learned, it’s to start strong and
finish strong. This is our time to start, and we will
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Sherri Lowe

Four years. How can I sum up four years in 900
words? Four years of living away from home, taking
over forty classes, and meeting thousands of people
in 900 words. Maybe I can dedicate 200 words for
each year, then round it off with a nice intro and
conclusion. Or perhaps I can do fifty words for every
organization I’ve been a part of, but that would be
hard to keep up with. Or, I could do ten words for
every person who has had an impact on my journey
here, but then I might leave someone out. Look, I’ve
already used 103 words, and I haven’t said anything
about my journey other than I can’t figure out how to
sum it up. But that in itself does sort of sum up my
journey in that it has been unimaginably lifechanging, adventurous, non-stop, amazing, and
almost indescribable….almost.
If Bryant has been anything to me it has been one
thing, a reality that has unquestionably prepared me
to go out into the real world. I have experienced the
reality of cut throat peers in group projects, as well as
the reality of people who could care less what quality
of work they put their name on. There’s the reality of
people genuinely caring about where I come from
and where I’m going in life, as well as people who
don’t think my presence as a black woman adds value
to a classroom. I have experienced watching people
completely disgrace themselves on a Friday night,
then try and make me take them seriously Monday
morning. Lastly, I have experienced watching my
peers waste away in books every day and night, while
others took full advantage of the college experience.
Clearly I was one of the “others.”
College and school are two very different, noninterchangeable words. School consists of classes,
however, I’ve come to learn that college has very little
to do with school, which is crazy considering the
amount of money we pay each year for a degree.
College is a way of life that some people spend four
years never experiencing. The invaluable lessons that
have gotten me through college would not have been
realized anywhere else. Lessons such as taking early
showers when you are sharing pipes with a million
people so you are assured hot water, or building
fifteen minutes into lunch to account for finding an
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empty table in Salmo, and even learning to actively
function for two whole days on forty-five minutes of
sleep. Important as those were, I also picked up a lot
more life essential lessons, such as not having high
expectations for everyone so that I avoid a lot of
disappointment. I learned that ignorance is an innate
characteristic of 99 percent of the population that
should not be looked upon with disgust, but rather
addressed and evaluated on a person by person basis.
Most importantly I’ve learned that life is nothing if it
isn’t memorable, purposeful, generous, full of love,
and as fun as humanly possible. My advice to my
graduating class, and anyone else who thinks I am
insightful and chooses to read this, would be to make
sure your life includes all five of those necessary
components.
Build memories. When you look back at your life
at age 22 or 65, all you will have are your memories.
Grades will have meant nothing, money earned and
spent will have no present value, and life will be a
blur. Take time out of your day to really appreciate
life and those around you so that you can build
memories and have distinct moments in your past
that you can look back to laugh or reminisce about.
Aim to have a purpose. I once read a book called
The Purpose Driven Life, which talked about building
a stronger relationship with God and, through him,
finding your purpose in life. After that book and my
college experience I’ve come to value the idea of
leading life with a purpose, not one necessarily rooted
in religious terms, but just simply a purpose of
wanting something more. As seniors, we are all in a
vulnerable place where we aren’t sure what our
purpose is or where life will take us, and that is
perfectly okay! But we all need to have a passion for
something or we can never fulfill whatever our
purpose is.
Live generously. Now I am not saying to give away
everything you have by living generously. I simply
mean that we all have something to offer and we
shouldn’t be stingy with our talents. If you can lead,
be a leader. If you can teach, be a tutor. Be a
difference in some capacity in someone’s life or your
accomplishments and talents become devalued.
Lastly, love life and have fun. It takes so much
more effort to be upset and have a bad time than it
does to have a ball.
So, here I am at word 825. Have I summarized my
Bryant journey? Not really, but I made an effort to
come close. I have to end by thanking some of the
people who have truly helped to define my life here in
Smithfield. Shontay, Toby, Monique, Shawn, and the
Richs (Hurley and Dankel), thank you so much for
believing in me and encouraging me to follow my
dreams. My Bryant family, Jenee, Chelsea, Melany,
Kemi, Chris, Ivan, and David, I love you all. And my
sisters of Zeta Phi Beta Sorority, Incorporated,
continue to represent my letters with as much love
and passion as I do. Congrats 2012! Time to
celebrate!

John Centonze
In the Spring of 2008, I sat at my kitchen table
with the toughest decision of my life. I was debating
between two schools, both of which I had been
accepted into. On one hand, I held a very prestigious
school that was offering me a hefty scholarship. In
the other, I held my beloved Bryant, the school I
desired attending since I was a freshman in high
school. In a moment of insanity, I chose against
Bryant, which I deeply regretted. It led me to my
decision to transfer to Bryant for the start of my
sophomore year, and I knew I had a second chance at
happiness. I passed this school up once, and I
promised myself I would make the most of my three
short years. I knew I could not wait around for
opportunities to present themselves. I needed to seek
them out and take full advantage of them. Looking
back on my three years here, I hold no regrets as I
have made the most out of every single day. The
opportunities I have been given are tremendous, and
I will value them forever.
My college experience at Bryant can be summed
up in a word - “diverse.” My multiple extra-curricular
involvements have had lasting impacts on me as both
a student and as a person. I gained the skills
necessary to become a prominent student leader, an
advocate for change, and an effective professional.
The people I have connected with, the events I have
planned, and the many hours I have put into both
clubs and school have all granted me the opportunity
to develop into a person I never dreamed possible.
I’m going to miss each and every one of my
experiences. SIFE, you will always remain close to my
heart. You were my first involvement at Bryant, will
be my last, and I have enjoyed every experience
throughout my three years on the E-Board. I was able
to make a difference in people’s lives, ranging from
elementary school students to senior citizens, while
learning a great deal in the process. I was able to
establish lasting friendships that will never
die, and I was fortunate enough to help our
team experience success at Regional and
National competitions. Being a member of
the Senior Class Committee was one of my
most enjoyable experiences during my
tenure at Bryant. I was able to utilize skills I
had never tapped into before while making
some great friends. And, oh yeah, we threw
some pretty awesome events in the process!
I value the conversations I had with
prospective students as an Ambassador, and
I hope to have had a profound positive
impact on their college decisions. This
school has been nothing but rewarding for
me, and I loved sharing that with
prospective families. I relished in any
opportunity I had to discuss the rewards of
enrolling at Bryant, and I know I have left a
lasting impression on every family I
encountered. The many hours I spent up in
the FMC as a member of the Archway
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Investment Fund have given me a totally unique
learning experience that I would have never gotten
anywhere else.
While I will miss all these, I’m also going to miss
the memories I have with my friends and faculty
which I will never forget. I will miss the long
conversations about life with professors that I never
even took a course with. I will miss my friends and
our group outings to Providence on the weekends. I
will miss all the sports events that we attended to
cheer our heads off. I will miss the never-ending
jokes that had us laughing to the point of not being
able to breathe. Most of all, I will miss constantly
having my friends around for laughter, support, and
memories. And as tears hit my keyboard while I
relive every memory I hold near and dear to my
heart, I know every single day was worth it. I hold no
regrets from my Bryant experience.
I want to thank you all for helping me along on
this journey. To my professors and mentors, thank
you for sharing everything you have to offer and
helping me become a better person. To my family,
thank you for being my rock throughout my life.
Without your constant guidance and support, none of
this would be possible. To my friends, thank you for
sharing your college experience with me. We have
made some incredible memories which we will never
forget.
Graduates, our pasts are merely pictures and
memories, and our futures are yet to be determined.
But at this moment, we’re here. We’re graduating.
Take this moment in, because we have worked very
hard to arrive at this point. Congratulations to the
Class of 2012 and all the people along the way who
have made this moment possible. I wish you all the
best of luck and look forward to seeing you at
reunions!
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Seniors Speak Out
"The hardest, best thing I’ve done at Bryant was surround myself with good,
positive, supportive people who share a similar vision and goals. They’ve challenged
me, taught me, inspired me, and motivated me- they’ve made me a better person."
-Kate McCabe

“My most influential experience at Bryant
was spending a semester in Florence,
Italy. Independently experiencing
different cultures, traditions, and
lifestyles ultimately shaped who I am and
who I aspire to be.”

“Working with the Special Olympics
Committee at Bryant has been the
highlight of my 4 years. There’s
nothing better than watching
athletes faces light up as they get a
medal for a job well done!”
-Caraline Moholland

-Ashley Hicks
"Graduation is only a concept. In
real life every day you graduate.
Graduation is a process that goes
on until the last day of your life.
If you can grasp that, you'll make
a difference."

“My happiest moments from Bryant are a
collection of laughter from sitting on our
common room floor doing nothing, going
to salmo, sitting in the roto, watching the
bulldogs, in-services, LWE meetings, and
realizing that I am so lucky to have
amazing people around me.”
-Nicole Murphy

-Arie Pencovici (Chirayu Patel)

“The fireworks have a chance to
begin today. Each diploma is a
lighted match. Each one of you
is a fuse. It is up to you if we see
the fireworks.”
-Cory Cloutier

"The moment at the end of my freshman year when I received word that I was accepted as
a Resident Assistant changed not only my college experience, but my life. Countless late
nights, dinners, study sessions, duty shifts, athletic events, and campus programs with my
fellow RA's over these past few years have cemented many lifelong friendships for me, as
we shared stories, laughed, worked together, and learned from each other in a vibrant
community of student leaders."
-Coburn Childs
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Senior Contributions
Senior Service Awards
The Senior Service Award is a prestigious award
presented to six deserving students from the graduating
class. This award is designed to recognize those who
have made a positive, lasting impact on the Bryant
community through their outstanding service. A
committee of peers, faculty, and staff, chaired by
Student Senate representative Josh Cutting, selected
this year’s recipients.
Nominees were evaluated on numerous criteria,
including their contributions to the overall Bryant
community, their participation in student organizations,
athletics, community service, campus employment,
and/or academic/professional achievement, as well as
any additional personal accomplishments throughout
their time at Bryant.
The six seniors selected to receive this year’s Senior
Service Awards were among an exceptionally large,
qualified pool of applicants. Each individual selected
has helped to create a legacy of excellence on this
campus. Each one of them exemplifies the award
through their dedication and loyal service to the many
committees, organizations, and projects with which they
were involved. Congratulations to the 2012 Senior
Service Awards recipients:
Caraline Moholland
Christopher Brida
Joshua Grolman
Makena Sage
Rohan Laungani
Taryn Smith
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Bryant University extends its gratitude to the late,
George J. Kelley '39, '69H, Honorary Trustee Emeritus,
for his generosity in providing ongoing financial
support for the purchase and display of a graduating
class flag. The 2012 Class Flag was designed by Student
Alumni Association seniors, Joshua Ballance, Katlyn
Joraskie, Tiffany Marino, Sarah Perlman, Courtney
Taylor, and Breanna Weaver. Also assisting with the
artwork for the flag was Sean Martell.
As the Class of 2012, we sought to create a flag which
represents our class as loyal and committed citizens of
our campus and the global community. We centered
the design around the ever-infamous Archway with paw
prints walking to its edge and footprints continuing
through and onward. Our design represents both the
lasting impact we have made on our campus
community as Bulldogs, as well as the future impact we
will now begin to make upon the world.
The senior class flag is a yearly tradition that leaves a
lasting legacy of the senior class for years to come.
Senior class flags have led the class in the
commencement procession and serve as a reminder of
each class’ personality and character. After leading the
class at commencement, the flags are displayed each
year in the Reunion tent at Homecoming. Each year’s
flag is different and represents a part of Bryant that was
important to them during their time at Bryant.
Senior Class Flag Committee
Student Alumni Association

Senior Class Gift
The Senior Class Gift program remains an important
tradition at Bryant as the Class of 2012 displayed with
their record breaking year. The Class Gift allows for
graduating seniors to leave behind their legacy to Bryant
and contribute to the University’s current and future
success. The 2012 Senior Class Gift Committee is pleased
to announce that this year’s gift is the Class of 2012
Legacy Endowed Scholarship. This scholarship will be
awarded beginning in 2017 to a Bryant student that has
financial need, demonstrates a commitment to academic
excellence with a GPA of 3.2 or higher, and is a student
leader on campus.
After brainstorming many ideas and presenting three
options to the senior class for a vote, the Class of 2012
Legacy Endowed Scholarship was the definitive choice,
as this gift will allow the Class of 2012 to expand the
world of opportunity for future Bryant students
perpetually. The criteria for the scholarship were chosen
because we believe it is important that the recipient be a
student that gives back to Bryant in a positive way, just as
our classmates have done in providing this scholarship.
This year’s Senior Class Gift campaign committee,
supported by advisors John Garcia ‘02 from the
Development Office and Nicole Hamilton from the Office
of Campus Engagement, recruited a committee of 50
students that represented as many involvements and
aspects of campus life as possible. A Kickoff event, held
in October, was attended by many seniors, President and

Mrs. Machtley, Jennifer Parkhurst ’97, ’06 MBA,
President of the National Alumni Council, and a number
of alumni, as well as members of the administration,
faculty, and staff. Over $21,000 was raised at this
Kickoff, breaking last year’s record by over $5,000. This
positive spirit carried on throughout the year as each
member of the committee worked tirelessly to educate
the class on the importance of philanthropy and help our
class achieve greatness.
The SCG committee was able not only to reach its goal
of $40,000 with 50% class participation, but was able to
set a new fundraising record by raising over $57,000 with
56% participation.
Over this past academic year, the senior class has been
united in contributing towards the 2012 Legacy Endowed
Scholarship. We would like to thank each and every
donor to this year’s class gift. As the first class in
Bryant’s history to endow a scholarship before
graduation, it truly shows that this senior class is the
perfect example of Bryant’s coveted “character of
success.” We would like to thank the SCG Committee,
the class of 2012 and our advisors, John and Nicole for
an absolutely amazing experience. Let’s continue to
expand our own personal world of opportunity!
Royce Brunson, Katie Colton,
Alex DiGregorio, and Kevin Javier
Class of 2012 Senior Class Gift Co-Chairs
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From the editor’s desk:Jacquelyn Ammirato
My parents and I had made the drive up from
Long Island the night before. We had unpacked all of
my stuff into my new “home away from home” in
Hall 14. By a stroke of luck, we had our first official
Salmo meal with President and Mrs. Machtley.
Then my parents went home, and I sat on my
freshly made twin extra long bed and cried. “What
am I doing here? There is no way I can do this. I
want to go home!” Those were the thoughts I couldn’t
get out of my head. After what seemed like an
eternity I decided I wasn’t going to spend the next
four years crying, so I got up and walked a lap around
the floor.
On the second go-around, I slowed down at an
open door and noticed the same Vera Bradley bag I
had sitting on the bed. I gathered up the courage to
stick my head in and say hi to the girl and mention
our matching bags. It may sound stupid, but that
encounter started a friendship with one of my closest
friends at school, Kate McCabe. And once I
determined she wasn’t a complete weirdo, I realized I
was going to have to take a lot of little chances like
that if I was going to enjoy the next four years - so that’s
exactly what I did.
I left the United States for the first time and went to
China on the Sophomore International Experience
where I celebrated my 20th birthday in Shanghai. I was
a Bulldog Leader. I became a tutor. I moderated a
debate. I became a part of the Bryant Senior Advisory
Council. I joined the newspaper then before I knew it, I
ran the newspaper. I never looked back.
The most important things I learned didn’t come
from an accounting or economics textbook. I learned
them through the relationships and the friendships I
made along the way. My friend Joelle taught me to
never do anything you didn’t want captured with her
camera and posted to Facebook. Over the years, a
professor etched the idea that “life is full of things you
have to do, so make time for things you want to do” into
my head. Countless hours of blasting music into my ears
while doing homework led me to really identify with
LeeAnn Womack’s lyric, “if you get the choice to sit it
out or dance, I hope you dance.” And as we all start this
next chapter of our lives, I hope each one of us always
has the courage to dance.

The most important
things I learned didn’t
come from an accounting
or economics textbook.
At 18, when I was applying to colleges I’ll admit I had
no grasp on the size of the investment in my education
my parents were making. Now, I realize how lucky my
brother and I are to graduate from college without ever
having to worry about a dollar of student loans. Every
time I go home for the weekend, I stop and pick up ice
cream for my parents, but no amount of ice cream can
express how thankful I am for everything they have
done and all of the opportunities they have given me.
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The idea of surrounding yourself with people smarter
than you is an old one. For the past twenty years I have
been amazed by my brother’s natural intelligence. The
fact that he is so incredibly smart without even trying
has, at times, been infuriating, but it has also been the
driving force behind my motivation in the classroom.
Phil - I used to ask when your mom was coming to
pick you up when we were little, and sometimes I still
wonder…just kidding. I might not be as smart as you,
and I’ll never be taller than you again, but I’ll always be
better looking.
Professors Michael Lynch and Stephen Pascarella –
thank you not only for pushing me in the classroom but
for taking the time to get to know me outside the world
of accounting and for helping me choose my career
path.
To the professors behind the pilot of the Sophomore
Scholars program – it took me a while to realize and it
may take others even longer but I want to thank you for
that year. Yes, it was strenuous and stressful, but I came
out of that program a better student and a more
confident person. I have no doubt that the experiences
and skills I got out of that year will lead to greater
success in my career.
And finally to an unknown person in Residence Life when you sat in your office in the summer of 2008 and
matched my roommate questionnaire with that of
Meredith Failla, you not only gave me my roommate for
the next four years, you gave me the closest thing to a
sister I will ever have, and for that I cannot thank you
enough.
I spent last night, my last night as a Bryant
University student, crying too. But this time I wasn’t
alone. I was surrounded by people who I didn’t even
know existed four years ago but who now I couldn’t
imagine my life without. We looked back on four years
of laughs, tears, changes, and memories, four years of
moments that have changed my life. For everything and
everyone that played a role in that - thank you, thank
you very much.

From the Dean of Students
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Dear Graduates:
Congratulations on achieving the goal of completing your Bryant
degree. It has required a huge investment of time and money and it is a
real prize. You have developed academically and socially, and you are
individuals especially qualified to make a difference in your families,
communities and professions.
This is also a great time to acknowledge one of the great realities of
life; our best work is never ours alone. In most cases, there are others
who assist us. Now is the time to say thanks and show your appreciation to all of those who have played some special role in your time here
and in reaching this goal.
What you have done here provides a foundation, what you do next
begins a new journey. We try to emphasize the importance of guiding
principles and the development of character. The 19th and 20th century poet W.H. Davis wrote an interesting poem on reputation and character. Something to consider as you go forward.

Reputation and Character

As you leave, Marj and I wish you well and
thank you for what you’ve done for the community.
The Alumni Association provides you a means of
continuing to be a part of this exciting institution.

Sincerely,

The circumstances amid which you live determine your reputation.
The truth you believe determines your character.
Reputation is what you are supposed to be,
character is what you are.
Reputation is the photograph,
character is the face.
Reputation comes over one from without,
character grows up from within.
Reputation is what you have when you come to a new community,
character is what you have when you go away.
Your reputation is learned in an hour,
your character may not come to light for a year.
Reputation is made in a moment,
character is built in a lifetime.
Reputation grows like a mushroom,
character grows like the oak.
A single newspaper report gives you your reputation,
a life of toil gives you your character.
Reputation makes you rich or makes you poor,
character makes you happy or makes you miserable.
Reputation is what others say about you after you're gone,
character is what the angels say about you before the throne.
- William Hershey Davis

Dr. Tom Eakin
Vice President for Student Affairs and Dean of Students

